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EPA Policy Statement; Planning Ba.l. 
for Emergency Fleaponles to Nucl.ar 
Power Fleactor Accidents 

PUlpo •• 

Thi' is a .tatement of policy with 
regard to an Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) task force report on 
guidance for use in State and local 
radiological emergency response plan. 
at nuclear power plante. 

Background 

The NRC received a requell from the 
Conference of Radialion Control 
Program Directore. an organization of 
Slate officials. to "make a determin.tion 
of the most ,evere accident basi, for 
which radiological emergency re.ponse 
plans should be developed by offlite 
.gentie .... In response •• n EPA and NRC 
talk force was established which 
prepared a report entitled "Planning 
Basis for the Development of State and 
Local Government Radiological 
Emergency Response Plan. in Support of 
Light W.ter Nuclear Power Plant .... 
NUREG-()396. EPA 520/1-7~16. dated 
December 1978. Single copies of the 
report can be obtained by wr1tina to the 
Director. Division of Technical 
Information and Document Control 
Nuclear Regulatory Commi .. ~on. 
W •• hinalon. D.C. 20555. 
PIIDDiDI B .. I. 

The major recommendation of the 
report i, th.t Emergency Planning Zanet 
(EPZ',) .hould be establi,bed .round 
light water nuclear power planta. The 
EPZ for airborne expolure baa • radiu. 
of .bout 10 miles: the EPZ for 
contaminated food haa • radiul of about 
50 miles. Predetermined protective 
action plan. are needed for the EPZ·., 
The exactllze and Ihape of each EPZ 
will be decided by emergency planning 
officialJ after they contider the .pecific 
condition. at each lite. 

The reporllndicatea thai official, may 
have from one·half hour to leveral hoUR 
warning In which to implement 
prolective action. belore • relea .. of 
radioacllvity 10 the almo.phere. 

The chemical and phYlic.1 
ch.racteristic. of thOle radionuclldel 
which contribule moat .Ignlficantly to 
hwnan expo.ure are pre.enled. 

EPAPoUcy 
EPA concur. in and endone. for use 

the guidance conl.lned In the luk force 
report. It will be EPA'. policy to 
incorpor.te iI. recommendation. inlo aU 
EPA emergency respon.e guidance 10 
Slate and loc.l offici.l •. 


	

